On April 9th, the entire world of laboratory medicine lost a dominant figure, a pioneer, and an innovator in the field. Gérard Siest died just before his 80th birthday in an unexpected and unpredictable manner.
Many of us recently met him in Madrid at the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) General Conference. He was smiling and bright as usual, with many projects to pursue and a passionate vision of future developments in several areas of our discipline, namely pharmacogenomics. As usual, he defended his projects and vision with humor and power.
Only once in every one or two generations does a brilliant mind emerge with all the talent, vision, and personal characteristics capable of influencing the entire field of laboratory medicine. Gérard Siest was one of those few people. This journal was so fortunate to take huge profit from his role of editor-in-chief for many years (from 1998 to 2008). Notably, he was also forerunner in changing the name of the journal by adding the concept of "laboratory medicine", thus interpreting and supporting the development of our profession and discipline around the globe. He also established a profitable collaboration between CCLM's publisher, De Gruyter, and the IFCC. This was due to the formidable impulse given to the IFCC, with him serving as president between 1991 and 1996. During those years, he established the technical secretariat, located in his hometown Nancy, re-organized the structure by creating the Education and Management Division and the Congresses and Conference Divisions, finalized the agreements with FESSC, COLABIOCLI, and APFCB, established the link with IRMM for reference materials, and paved the way for modifying the name of the federation by adding the term "laboratory medicine".
Gérard was emeritus professor of molecular biology and biochemical pharmacology at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences and the former director of the postgraduate course in biochemical pharmacology at the University Henri Poincaré in Nancy. During his brilliant academic carrier, he became the founder and head of the clinical laboratory and research group of the Centre de Médecine Preventive in Nancy for 37 years .
Gérard was called "the man with eternal smile" -to highlight a trait of his character -so dynamic, full of energies, but always open for discussions and sharing visions and projects with many other scientists. Gérard was also an extremely hardworking scientist -an author of more than 800 publications in peer-reviewed journals and books. His work has been honored with 27 prestigious awards from the most important international scientific organizations and from 16 different countries. In addition to his work with CCLM, his editorial activities encompass a range of other important appointments, such as editor-in-chief of Drug Metabolism and Personalized Therapy (2010-2015) We have lost a clever and talented colleague and mentor and an exceptional scientist who promoted the development of laboratory medicine in new areas and innovative fields. Those of us who were fortunate enough to know him well, and be influenced by his enthusiasm and professionalism, will celebrate him for contributing so much to the luster of our discipline and the joy of our world.
